
Upcoming Events and Information 
 

 
Tue./Thur.:             Exercise Group (Fireside Room)                       3:30pm               
Tuesdays:                Bell Choir Practice                                             5:15pm 
Wednesdays:           Bible Study                                     9:30am & 7:00 pm                                                                                         
Saturdays:               's Bible Study (Fireside Room)                   8:00am 
Sundays:                 Combined Youth Group (MS & HS)        1:00-2:30pm                             
  
Thursday (Jan 5) Greeting Card Ministry meets at 9:30 in Fellowship Room.    
  
Next Sunday following the 10:00 service we will be taking down the Christmas 
decorations. 
 
• Please pick up your poinsettias following today’s service. 
                              
• Everyday Essentials for local pantries are being accepted in  Fellowship 

Hall. January collection: laundry detergent. Also needed:  travel-sized toi-
letries . Thank you for helping those in need!  

 
• Loose coins for     
 
• Nursery is provided for 10 am service. 

Worship Leaders today 
Youth Director:                 Melissa Hurley 
Music Ministry:                 Judy Bushman (Organist)   
                                   Mary Nelmes (Handbell Choir Director) 
Head Usher:                     Jeff Cedro 
Nursery Supervisor:         Carol Cravatta 
A/V Specialists:                 Logan Ayala and Joey Cordell 
 
                                  8:00 am                                         10:00 am 
Liturgists:           Nancy Pitsch                                 Nancy Pitsch 
Greeters:          Lynn Majewski                             Andy Pitsch 
Ushers:                    Nancy Pitsch                                 Nancy Pitsch 

January 1, 2023 
New Year’s Day 

 
 

2200 16th Ave, Sterling IL 61081  
Website: http://www.sterlingwesley.org  

Find us on Facebook: SterlingWesleyUMC  
Office staff: Linda Dirks 

815-625-1968 
office@sterlingwesley.org  

Rev. Paul H. Lee  
Cell: 815-764-1004 

Pastor’s email: lovegn247@gmail.com 

Wesley United Methodist  
Church 
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entrance 
 

prelude                    
    One Bright Star                                                                            by Esther Higgins                                            
    The Golden Carol                                 Traditional English/arr. Roger C. Wilson                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
introit  
     Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place                           by Lanny Wolfe    
                                                      
announcements 
 
†call to worship & praise: Matthew 2 

        Gathered here, we listen for God. 
        God’s angels are all around us. 
        Gathered here, we look for signs of God’s presence. 
        God’s presence is with us now. 
        Gathered here, we celebrate the birth of Christ. 
        God comes in the gift of a child. 

   
†opening hymn           “Angels from the Realms of Glory”     UMH #220 (vs 1,2)                                                                         
 
joys and concerns 
 
morning prayer 
The Lord's Prayer:    
       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy    

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

proclamation and response 

† response                        “Glory Be to the Father”                                          #70                                                                                                                
 
children's message  (10:00am) 
 
hymn                                           “We Three Kings”                   UMH #254 (vs 1,5) 
 

scripture reading  Luke 2:25-35       

                             This is the Word of God for the people of God 
                                              Thanks be to God                                                                 

Welcome to Wesley United Methodist Church 

January 1, 2023 

                                                                   
sermon                              “What Do We See?”    
 
john wesley’s covenant prayer 
           I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me 

with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be 
employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low 
for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me 
have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and dis-
posal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spir-
it, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.  

 
                                                thanksgiving 

 

sacrament of holy communion                                                              #15                                                                                                                 
  
                                       
response 
    
offertory 
             
† doxology         "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"                      #95 
 
† prayer of dedication  

         Holy God, send your Christmas message of love and peace through 
these offerings. May our offerings, our ministries, and our lives be 
like angels of hope. May they save those who are in distress and com-
fort those who weep. In your blessed name, we pray. Amen. 

   
  sending forth 

    

†closing hymn                      “We Are Marching”                          TFWS #2235                                                                          

           
† benediction  
 
† recessional                           "More Like You”            TFWS #2167 (first half)  
         
postlude                 
    Song for a New Day                                                                        by David Paxton                                                                                        
                                                                          
†Please stand if you are able in your body or spirit. 

Bold print indicates in unison      

                          
                                         The flowers on the altar are to the  
                                               Honor and Glory of God 
                                            


